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Notes from the President

 December 21, 2009 
Holiday Hours
Those of us at the corporate office would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful holiday season.  The office hours here will be normal through Wednesday.  We will be closed Thursday and Friday of this week for Christmas. 

Inspection Reports
We would like to do some updating on inspection reports and other information available on the agent’s web site during the upcoming months.  As time allows, please review each destination you have been to and check the agent’s site to make sure you are listed as an FO who has been there.  Also, please review the inspection report and any following report to see if you have been to one of our destinations since the last report was filed.  If we all do this exercise as a team we should be able to update a good bit of information moving into 2010.
Standings - Awards
One month left to get your sales in toward the 2009 Franchise of the Year and Rookie of the year Awards.  No reason to slack off now, hit it hard and you just might jump over the franchise ahead of you.  Here were some of the top sellers in November:

Greg Ray (OK) - 1 moose hunter to High Ridge, 1 wolf hunter to High Ridge, 1 deer hunter to High Ridge, 6 fishermen to Eagle Nest

Jim Duberowski (MN) - 6 fishermen to Liddle’s, 2 fishermen to Hawghunter
Blake Boykin (VA) - 2 hog/deer hunters to Red Bluff, 4 deer hunters to Nebraska Trophy
SHOT Show 2010
Dates for next year’s show are Jan 19-22, 2010 and the location is Las Vegas.  Many of you have joined us before at this show as it truly is the industry leader for the shooting, hunting and outdoor world.  Annual attendance is between 45,000 and 55,000 industry professionals.  We have a double booth every year on a corner as we have been at this show longer than any other outfitter.  We offer our franchise owners a chance to come and work this booth with us and to have full access to the booth and not to mention the whole floor.  Scott Wallin (NM), Mark Elpers (KS), Patrick Guinn (OR) and Larry Boll (WI) have already reserved their spots.  If you want more information on this show, check out their web site at www.shotshow.org.  The cost to work the show is $500.  So, with your flight to Vegas, show cost and four night’s hotel you will have around $1,000 plus your meals in the trip.  This is literally first come first serve so don’t hesitate; make this part of your marketing plan for 2010.  We are only letting a maximum of five franchise owners work the booth, so at this point; we have only one spot remaining.  Let me know ASAP if you are interested.

NRA Show
The other show we work every year in conjunction with a few OC franchise owners is the NRA Annual Convention.  In 2010 the show will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina over the dates of May 14-16.  Here again, Outdoor Connection has a double booth (10X20) and has been present in this show for over 10 years.  Each year we invite the local franchise owner to join us however, this year, we won’t have that option as we currently do not have a franchise owner in Charlotte.  Ron Diersen (KY) has reserved one spot and at this point, we would like to offer the two remaining spots to work the OC booth at this show.  The cost to do so is $400 per franchise owner for the three day show.  If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible to reserve your spot.  Last year, in Phoenix, the show drew over 63,000 people. 
United Airlines
Many of you have read recently about the new stance by United Airlines to prohibit antlers/horns to be checked or carried on to the flights.  I, as well as many others have taken time to voice my opinion of this new policy.  If you are interested you can check out the web site:
http://www.united.com/page/article/0,6867,1035,00.html
Here was United’s response to my e-mail:
Dear Mr. Glades:
Thank you for contacting us although we regret to hear of your dissatisfaction with our policy that prohibits antlers or animal horns.  Your point about these objects being no larger than other allowed items

and no more difficult to handle, is well taken.  We have forwarded your report to management responsible for developing our policy on baggage.  We now understand the effect this policy has had on your choice of airlines and that this may have far-reaching effect extending to those of the larger sporting public.  Thank you for bringing your concerns to our attention.

Regards, 
Jane Ingles
United Airlines Customer Relations
Reports and Openings

Message from Pierre at PR Guides:

Hello All of you,

How are you doing, hope that you are in good health and getting ready mentally for all the outdoor activities planed for 2010. Here things are great, very little snow and the temperature is quite acceptable for this time of the year. Winter has just kicked in and I know that he is in for at lease 4 months with all kind of snow and cold temperature.

Once again, another year has gone by and we are very fortunate to still be here and be able to sent season greetings.  Lyne, Ron, Gilles and I want to wish you and yours the best Christmas ever and more important a Great New Year. The most valuable thing is health, that is our main wish for the year(s) to come to you and yours. Hope to hear from you in the New Year. Be careful if you travel, take care, your Friends Lyne, Ron, Gilles and Pierre
------------
Report from Greg Ray (OK) who had hunters just return from NTBB:
Greg,
I want to send a personal Thank You to you and the staff at Nebraska Trophy Bucks &amp; Birds. I couldn’t have asked for a more fun, enjoyable and successful hunt. The deer, staff, food and accommodations was more than a hunter should expect. 

  The first day of hunting I saw approximately 35 deer with about half of them being bucks. We will definitely be going back.

Thanks Again,

Anthony

------------

Report from Mike Wensink (OC-WI) who just had clients return from Ridgeline Outfitters:
The Schafer group is done hunting at ridge line with Dan. They found the hunt good but not great. The both took bulls but not large ones, one 5x5 one 4x4. Passed on a bigger one the first hour of the first day. 

Mike Wensink
------------
Message from Tracy Zoller at Adventure Fishing (video was shot by John Green (CO)):

One of the trips this summer that shot a show with me is now finished with all editing.  He is going to see about his friend putting it on his TV show. He says after it airs he will then put a two part series on youtube.  He sent me a short version which he calls a "teaser".  I just want you to check out the teaser. 

Click on the link below to see the teaser add that’s on youtube now.  It’s quick and fun!!!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkG961VQD0Y 

Email me back and tell me what you think, if you want.

Always Believing 

Tracy Z....

www.adventurefishing.net
------------

Speaking of TV, Outdoor Connection franchise owner and owner of Hawghunter Guide Service, Frank Carbone (FL) will once again be on TV next week:

Upcoming Primetime TV Appearance - The Hawghunter will be on WFN with the "Extreme Angler TV" program starting December 31st at 8:00pm and re-airing several times after. Watch some exciting Top Water action, swimming Gambler Flappin' Shads for some Florida Bass on Lake Okeechobee.  

Frank
------------
Report from Johnny Wellman (IL):
Hello Guys,
I just received pics from Dwayne Visser who hunted with Billingsley Outfitters in Montana. Dwayne loved his hunt and would recommend them to anyone. He took a very nice 4x4.
Johnny Wellman
------------
Report from Chad Frank (WI):
I just got off the phone with the group leader that went down to Texas Best last week. They had a great time and could not say enough about everything down there. They all shot bucks, 4 of them got 8 pointers and 2 got 10 pointers. I expect an email from them with pictures any day and will forward them too you. Have a great day and a Merry Christmas.
Chad Frank
Once again, those of us at the office want to wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas and a happy holiday season.  We are looking forward to working with all of you in 2010 and getting back on track after one heckuva crazy year that I think most of us consider 2009 to be.  Have a great week

In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
