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Notes from the President

 November 25, 2008
 
Happy Thanksgiving
From all of us here at the corporate office, we send our Thanksgiving wishes to our franchise owners in the US.  Have a great day Thursday and be sure to get out and hunt or fish!

The office will be open as normal on Wednesday and then closed both Thursday and Friday.  E-mail any communication needed on Friday.  

2009 Catalogs

Don’t look now but, 2009 is just around the corner and that means our new booking season will be here before we know it.  It is that time of the year again when we place the order for the new Adventure Guides.  Our 2009 version will be similar in layout to the 2008 and we have held the additional page count to only 16.  The catalog will be 128 pages next year.  At this point we need to get our order count verified and there is nothing more important in printing costs than count.  We recently had to lower our corporate catalog count from 5,000 to 2,500 due to lack of orders and thus we are looking at the Adventure Guide differently.  We are going to look at a reduced order (thus making the per piece cost a little higher) and hope that the orders push us to the next break point and give all franchise owners the opportunity to get more catalogs for their dollar.  It is very important that you take some time in making this decision and keep in mind, the more we order, the less they cost.  
Reports and Openings
Quick report from Greg Ray, who just had a client return from Whispering Pines:
Hi Greg,
We had a wonderful time hunting.  The guides/facilities were great.  Dave is a really good guy.  I highly recommend the place/outfitter.
My father-in-law shot a spike bull for his first elk kill.

Thanks for all of your help.  We appreciated working with you.

Take care.

Mike

------------
Quick report from David Tenney (OC-AZ) who recently inspected Rugged Outfitting:

We had a great time and all 4 hunters killed moose.  Sorry to be so long in getting the report in.  I will get it in as soon as I can after Thanksgiving.
David Tenney
------------
Quick report from Lou Hoop (OC-TN) who hunted whitetail at Buffalo Springs last week:

Well, even a blind hog finds an acorn every once in awhile.  Look what I did!  I am in Gallatin MO at Buffalo Springs Outfitters conducting an inspection trip for OC.  I turkey hunted Buffalo Springs last spring and liked the land so much I signed up to do the whitetail hunt.  I was on the edge of a pasture overlooking 2 draws in about a 30 mph wind.   Was in the tree stand trying to hang on, check the Titans score on my phone when the brute ran out chasing 2 does.  I shot at him freehand in the pasture - big mistake but, he had no idea where the shot came from so he ran back to the edge of the woods.  From there, I was able to get a rest on the tree and I broke his front shoulder from 125 yards.  He piled up in about 20 yards.  He scored gross 152 and I'm still pinching myself.  

Lou
Quick report from Scott Marvin who just returned Saturday from Big Antler:

I just returned from a tent camp whitetail hunt in Manitoba. It was a unique hunt that included a helicopter ride in, a 26 mile snowmobile ride out, tent camp hunt on the shore of Lake Winnipeg, Timber Wolves next to camp and big bucks in the area. Of the four of us, three of us tagged animals. I sat for 26 hours and shot the only buck I saw but, it was a 153 with a very nice rack. Conway shot a 140 with a drop tine. Another in our group mistakenly shot a lesser buck while trying to focus on the larger of the 5 he saw and the fourth guy did not see a shooter buck after sitting 65 hours. Great food, good guides, very remote and a chance to shoot a big one. Report to be filed and added to the website as well.

Now, in all fairness (knowing Scott and Lou as well as I do), Scott’s e-mail did come to me after Lou had put out his e-mail.  So, I am not sure that had Lou not waited one day and seen Scott’s report, his might have scored 154 !!
1 Spot Left!!!!!
(1 Spot Left) – Kansas Pheasant

The inspection trip to Sagebrush Hunts has been set for Dec. 15-17, 2008.  We will arrive for dinner on the 15th and then hunt pheasant on the 16th and 17th.  We can depart after the hunt on the 17th or stay the night to depart the morning of the 18th.  Cost for this trip is $350 per person and includes two nights lodging, all meals and guided pheasant hunting.  Dan Rieves (OC-CO) and Howard Gulick (OC-KY) have confirmed the first two spots.

Have a great Thanksgiving!
In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
