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Notes from the President

 November 3, 2006
Today’s Notes will be a bit longer than usual but, I want to give you a few items you may have not taken the time to look up on your own, starting with the submission guidelines for BGA articles.  I referenced these articles in last week’s Notes.
Business Topics
The company I brought to your attention in last week’s Notes, Outdoor Connect, which we contacted to cease their operations has complied with our request and has shut down their site (www.outdoorconnect.com).  They will most likely resurface under another name and that we have no control over.  However, they will not infringe on our trademark any longer.  I want to again thank those of you who brought this company to my attention.  

Here are the requirements to submit your articles to Big Game Adventures:
SUBMITTING STORIES & PHOTOGRAPHS
Most of our stories and photographs come from hunters, just like you and me. We encourage all hunters, regardless of talent or previous publication experience, to send us their stories and photographs. We have suggestions of what we do and don't look for in both photos, stories and products that we carry in our magazine.
NOTE: While we welcome your submissions, we assume NO responsibility for any loss or damage of any materials sent to us. We highly suggest you send in duplicate slides, but under NO circumstances will we be liable for ANY lost or damaged slides or photos sent to us.
WRITER'S GUIDELINES
EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
As the masthead implies, Big Game Adventures is a magazine dedicated to big game hunting adventures from around the world, although the primary focus is North America. Readers include rifle, archery, black powder and handgun hunters with a desire to read great hunting adventure stories, and actually experience them through the written word and photographs. Big Game Adventures does not publish “how-to” articles or technical articles. Our magazine is published quarterly with every issue containing at least 20 stories and the Compass Heading destinations.
MANUSCRIPTS
The adventure of the hunt should be the primary focus of the story. While a trophy animal may be newsworthy, it is not necessarily “story worthy”. Stories need to draw readers in through great story-telling and superb photographs (preferably slides). Some educational or historical information can add to a story, but remember that the focus of the story should be the adventure. Preference is given to writers who have experienced unique hunts, but we will gladly look at all manuscripts provided photo support is included with submission.
We insist on ethical hunting and respectful treatment of animals and land, and will not publish anything we deem to be in poor taste; this could include (but is not limited to) “rack ‘em and stack ‘em” type stories, photos of hunters sitting on animals, any stories where meat is not utilized and sexist/offensive material. We also enjoy stories that portray a hunter’s emotion. Each hunt should be a personal experience that can be shared with readers. Please include dialogue! 
Written material should be clean and free of errors. Please don’t just read the story over before you send it. It must be spell-checked and proofread before submission. Big Game Adventures does not re-type stories for you; we are not a typing service! Manuscripts should be between 1,500 and 2,000 words. NO STORY OVER 2,000 WORDS WILL BE USED! Only original, unpublished manuscripts will be considered. We will look at story ideas and concepts, however we choose stories based on story content AND photos, so please do not send stories without photo support. 
We will try to respond to your story within three weeks providing phone or email address is included with submission. For return of material, supply a self-addressed stamped envelope with Canadian postage. If you live in the US or abroad, please send international response coupons with your self-addressed envelope. We are in Canada, so US stamps are no good to us. Stories are to be saved in Microsoft Word, but please supply a hard copy as well. We prefer stories to be 1.5 spaced and justified. Please include your name, address, phone number and email address. 
Trip Reports
Report from Steve Ellenson (MN):

I just got back from a busy week.  Last Sunday I headed up to Blackstone Safaris in Saskatchewan for some waterfowl hunting with my clients from Fargo, returning home Wednesday night.  I turned around Thursday morning and went up to North Dakota for a weekend of Pheasant hunting with Dave and Justin at Camp David.

The waterfowl hunt was simply spectacular.  Without exaggerating, I think we saw close to 2 million, yes million birds!  Snows, Specs, Blues, Honkers, Ducks, it was unbelievable.  Us six guys went through close to 8 cases of shells, and took close to 200 birds.  On Monday night, we had our limit of ducks (48) in about a 30 minute period. They were mostly greenheads, with a few bull sprigs and widgeons thrown in for a little variety.  The boys said that they had a wonderful time, and had never seen that many birds at one time in their lives.  I hadn’t even made it home from Fargo Wednesday night and Rob was on the phone telling me to call Gary and book them for the same time next year.  I guess that speaks for itself.  Gary and his guides do a great job, and always had a plan for us to hunt whatever we wanted to.

The trip to Camp David was again a huge success.  Frank and I went up with a group of 10 other guys, and as usual, Dave, Justin, Debbie, and every one up there put on a wonderful show.  Frank and a couple of other guys took a couple of runs at the greenheads that were moving through, and said there were plenty.  However, the focus of the trip was pheasant hunting.  We limited out in about two hours on Thursday afternoon.  Friday was a little tough with 40mph winds, but we still got about 2/3rds of a limit.  Saturday and Sunday morning was more limits… All told I think we harvested close to 120 pheasants in 3 full days of hunting.  The food was great, the company was wonderful, and the dogs were tired.  Once again, Dave hits a homerun.  We have a reservation for next year for 24 people.  This has to be the best pheasant hunting we have.  Enough said.
That was definitely the best week of wing shooting that anyone could possibly ask for.  Two of the most underrated destinations we have.  I don’t know how to get it through everyone’s head that we need to take care of these guys because they really take care of our clients.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The difference in hunters and their views of what to expect on outfitted hunts can be a fickle thing.  I was reading some reports this week to Greg Ray and he thought I should include these reports in my Notes so franchise owners can get a taste of what goes on here at the office as we deal with clients and outfitters during hunting season.  Here you have a report from some of Gerald Sampen’s (IL) clients who hunted mule deer with Tracy Weyer at Hidden Valley Outfitters.  You then will see Tracy’s response after I questioned him about the hunt.  After that you will see a report from Johnny Wellman’s (IL) clients who hunted the same exact hunt with Hidden Valley one week later.  This in no way is to criticize any of the clients, franchise owners or Tracy himself – just interesting to see how hunting season rolls along. 
Report from Gerald Sampen’s hunters:

My five guys returned from an archery mule deer hunt with Hidden Valley in N. Dakota.  Report the worst trip he has ever had or could imagine.  Reports seven guys cramped into a small shed with one bath.  Not even enough room to prepare their food.  They said the numbers of buck and size horns Tracy W raved about were not there.  My group and two other hunters saw a few so-so bucks at 170 yards, dozens of does at 20 yards.  One fella in the other group finally shot a button buck and went home.  My head guy said he didn't think they had any perception of bow hunting.  
 

Response from Tracy Weyer at Hidden Valley:
This was the drop camp hunt on your own hunt we were selling for $1,200.00 I provide private ranch to hunt on, show the clients boundaries of ranch, fields where deer feed, bedding areas and game trails and visit about each of these.  The small shed is the cabin at my ranch with 4 bedrooms and shower common room and deck.  I believe I have used this for 10 years now, Outdoor Connection agents have stayed here.  The rest is up to them, drop camp, hunt on your own...  They brought tree stands and blinds on their own to use. I had been on that ranch scouting the week before and counted 42 bucks in one morning before noon. I also showed them bucks on the ranch.  They were to bring their own cooking utensils or go to town to eat.  I provided refrigerator and freezer, also my barbeque for them to use. They saw bucks, 4x4s 18-25 inches wide...very good deer for bow hunters who have never shot or hunted mule deer much.  Did they tell you about the 2 fellows in their party who had good bucks, bucks they wanted to shoot at less than 40 yards, or was it 30 and could not close the deal!!! It was not dozens of does it was closer to 100s probably.   If we can get does at 20 yards then figure it out how to get bucks at 20 yards, hunt on your own correct....Perception
of BOWHUNTING, I will not even answer such a remark....

and the other 2 hunters missed shots.....and seen 50-60 bucks in a week I
know I was with them.....13 bucks one morning alone.. 1 great buck at less than 30 yards.....standing broad side, and missed what about that....?????  no mention of that in his HUNTING REPORT..........

It is always easy to blame the outfitter for a poor hunt, when the client
does not KILL anything on their own.  IT was a drop camp, hunt on your own
hunt........the cabin was fine, 100’s of clients have used it over 10 years,
the cooking was on their own, I provided refrigerator, freezer, barbeque,
plenty of game on the private ranch.... ...????

Report from Johnny Wellman (IL) 

Good Afternoon,

We had a good time in ND and the ranch was a great place on which to hunt. We were the only hunters on the property (19 sections). The only difficulty was that 5 days is not enough time to get the lay of the land, the travel of the animals and determine the best places to set up stands. We had several opportunities to get meat for the freezer, but passed them by while looking for trophy animals. We were just getting comfortable with the area when our time was up. We saw several very large bucks that were not in our range. They were to far out or came in after shooting time expired. The facilities were fine and the property owners were very hospitable. The packer had a good relationship with them and was helpful to us although we only saw him 3 times because of problems elsewhere. We did not get to see him the last couple of days, so we did not get a chance to thank him for the opportunity to hunt that ranch. If you have any similar deals next year and if our time permits I would not mind going back to the same place.  All in all, I was satisfied with that portion of my 48 day motor home trip. We spent 10 days hunting elk in Colorado but could not get close to any decent animals for an arrow shot except one chance that Kent had and a tree branch sent the arrow off to the side. So keep us on your mailing list and maybe we can do business again.

Thanks and Regards - Phil Graves

Outfitter / Lodge Info
The following inspection reports have been posted on the agent’s site:

Scenic Mesa Ranch

Wolf Pack Adventures

Pro Guiding

Osceola Outfitters (new post)

Due to another negative report we will be removing Wild Country Outfitters from the approved lodge list at this point.  We may try to establish another inspection trip for 2007 to gain more knowledge of this outfitter. 
Continental Divide (NM) Outfitters will no longer be outfitting starting in 2007.  They will complete their 2006 hunts and that will be it.

From Dave Powers (OH):

Darl Allred (Sawtooth Adventures) is quoted as an expert on back country tent camps in the November issue of Field and Stream, Page 54.  It has a drawing of his preferred layout, and tent sizes he suggests.  It is informative for anyone planning a hunt with him.
Pink Mountain Outfitters just contacted us with a special they are making available for next month.  Here are the details:

Cougar, Wolf, Lynx, and Bobcat hunt for $5,000
Hunt starts on Dec 1st.  It is a seven day hunt (5 hunting days).  He
has room for 2-3 hunters.

Johan Strydom contacted us to clarify the small cat hunt and the rate.  The rate of $3,000 includes trophy fees on one of each of the three small cats (African wildcat, serval, and caracal).  The dates it can be booked are anytime between now and Feb. 28th, 2007.
Sagebrush Hunts is bound and determined to have us sell their two last minute whitetail spots.  Last week they offered them to us at $3,500 including landowner tag.  Now, they are going to let us sell them for $3,000 including tag.  That is a great deal as these tags usually go for $750 or more themselves.  
Have a great weekend – get to the woods!

In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades

President
