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Notes from the President

 May 23, 2008
  
Welcome
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the following three people to the OC franchise owner team.  Welcome aboard guys.  We look forward to working with each of you. 
James McNabb

Charles Moore

John Burk


Roanoke, Virginia

Ft. Mill, South Carolina
Springfield, Missouri

540-985-6040

704-309-7008

970-319-1814

jmmcnabb@cox.net

charliemoore@live.com
johnburk@rof.net
Memorial Day
Our office will be closed on Monday, May 26 in observance of Memorial Day.  The office will reopen on Tuesday, May 27 for normal business hours.

Client Reports

Be sure to check the following destinations for recently updated client reports.

Alaska Wilderness, Anglers Inn, Beaulieu’s, Big Bass, Bird N Buck, Canadian Waters, Continental Divide, Clives, Cortez Yacht Charters, Henik, Hidden Valley, High Ridge, Marc Thorpe, Nebraska Trophy, NCA, Northland, Osprey, PR Guides, Ranger Creek, Safari Nordik, Salmon River, Sawtooth, Trophy Island, Two Leggins, Two Waters, West Tex, and Wolf Pack
Mexico Article

Laurence John, owner of three of our destinations, sent the following message this week: 
Check out the write up on Holbox for couples.  A good marketing tool for your team….
http://www.trustedadventures.com/featured_article.cfm?ID=47
Laurence John 

www.greatalaska.com   www.jungletarpon.com   www.holboxfishing.com  
Reports and Openings
Quick report from Mike Wensink (OC-WI):
Here’s a quick note from my group of fishermen.  They were out with Double D Charters in Ohio on Lake Erie. They had a great time. Quoting,”this is the best charter we ever used!  They were great to fish with, weather was good and we caught a lot of fish too!” They are ready to go again next year!

Mike Wensink
------------
A few trip reports from Scott Beemer (OC-MI):
I had 2 clients win a raffle last year at a D.U. event and they chose to go with Top Gun on a 3 day Spring Snow Goose hunt March 7-9. The 1st day was basically blizzard conditions, the 2nd went down to 5 degrees. The weather shut down the migration for awhile and the birds were stocked up on the refuge, over a million birds. The most they had ever seen. They only shot 1 bird, but were happy with TG's services. TG must have done something right, the same guys won on this year’s raffle and chose the same trip again! They are going to try South Dakota this time though.

I had 2 guys win on another raffle with the same D.U. chapter. They chose a 3 day turkey/hog combo with Red Bluff, April 5-7. Thunderstorms got these guys. One had a turkey work to about 60 yards, but couldn't close the deal. They didn't see any hogs. Sitting in a tower blind with lightning around isn't too feasible. They said they had a great time though.

I had a father and son win a raffle at our state NWTF banquet. They went with Striper Madness on April 11th. They started out with pouring rain. It let up for about a half hour where the son caught his biggest fish ever, a 27 inch striper. The dad followed with a smaller fish. The rains started again and they were going to try and stick it out, but Rick's wife called on the radio with the news of a tornado touching down nearby. They decided to call it a day. They still had a great time.

Luckily I've had clients understanding that weather is a part of the trip and it is nothing that we can control. I'm looking forward to my next client’s experiencing a tsunami, or at least an earthquake!

Regards, Scott

------------
DAT
I have just finished working with Shane Adams of L&M Fly In Outposts.  Shane is Lucas Adams’ (owner of Gateway North Outfitters) brother.  Shane found out about OC from Lucas and figured they might as well keep it in the family.  Shane runs L&M with his mother and father (the owners) and their fly in outposts are in the Dryden, Ontario area.  Their lakes contain walleye and northern pike, in contrast to the smallmouth bass, lake trout and musky lakes that Gateway accesses.  You can learn more about them at their web site: www.LMflyin.com
They will be paying a 15% commission and we will inspect them this summer.
------------
Outfitter Removal

This one is tough for me as the last thing we need to lose is a high quality, top of the line outfitter in the Northwest Territories.  Unfortunately, we might be doing just that by suspending future bookings to South Nahanni Outfitters.  We have had success with them in the past on dall sheep hunts and were hoping to one day have a shot at their moose hunts which are usally booked 2+ years in advance.  We thought we had that shot recently when Steve Ellenson (OC-MN), had two clients interested in booking two moose hunts for 2010.  After numerous e-mails and phone calls, the booking was ready to be made.  South Nahanni then sent Steve an e-mail saying that they had decided not to pay commissions on moose hunts any longer as they just don’t need help selling those.  To our disbelief, they decided to make this call for this moose hunt and not honor the booking with commission due to OC.  After many e-mails and calls last week to try and salvage our relationship with Sunny and Werner, it appears they will not be changing their minds at this point.  Therefore, at this point, Tracey will be removing the information regarding South Nahanni today.  I will continue to communicate with them regarding commission issue and will keep you posted if any news becomes available.
Inspection Trips Needing Filled

10 Spots Open!!!!!
Here is your chance to get involved with the approval process of Outdoor Connection and take advantage of some great discounts on hunting and fishing trips.  Don’t be shy – jump on board and join a trip, you’ll be glad you did.
(ONLY 2 SPOTS LEFT)

The inspection trip to Kitchi Island Outposts has been set.  The 4 day trip will be $300 (normally $800) per person for the 4 day trip into Kitchi Island for four OC franchise owners. Arrive in eve of July 23rd or at 8:00 am on the 24th at Jake Pine Resort (2 hours north of Winnipeg in Pine Dock,MB). Arrangements can be made to stay at the resort ($30-40 for night) or other arrangements (Duncan's bunkhouse is not really far from there – or stay in Riverton (nearest town).  FO’s would fly home on the 28th. Duncan will try to stay at camp with the group (holds up to 8 in cabin) and fly guys out (only one at a time) to visit other camps (he has a two seat plane).  
(4 Spots Open)
Andrew Lake Lodge has offered us to the chance to bring four franchise owners up for a 2 for 1 inspection trip.  He suggested Andrew Lake (they have several outpost options as well) as we can see the main facility and talk with the big game guides as well -- they offer bear and moose hunts out of Andrew Lake.  The dates he offered are as follows:

 June 2-5

June 15-18

June 16-19

Flights are scheduled every day to Fort Smith from Edmonton. Flights leave Edmonton at 1:00 and get in at about 3:00 pm.  Flights out of camp are at 10:00 -- getting into Edmonton around 12:00.

He said the very best dates would be the early June, but mid June would be good as well.   Andrew Lake is known for the pike and lake trout.   Cost will be $750 per franchise owner (1/2 price). 

(3 SPOTS OPEN) The inspection trip to Fish Venice is open to three OC franchise owners.  Dates can either be 1 or 2 days or an overnight trip.  If you are interested in this trip and are available to go in the next month, let me know ASAP.  I personally fished this area when we started working with 4 Reel Charters in 2004 (4 Reel recommended Fish Venice as they were partners before Hurricane Katrina).  The tuna fishing is awesome.   You will not be disappointed.  Cost to the group is $600 for a full day charter ($1,200 for two days) and $900 for an overnight trip.  This price is divisible by the number of inspectors and we need two or three to go.  Dates need booked ASAP.  Be the first to let me know you are interested and we can work with your dates.
------------
(Only 1 SPOT OPEN) The inspection trip to Boulder Lake Lodge has been set for July 28 – August 1, 2008.  This 4 night / 3 day (one night at the lodge and three nights back country camping – 3 days fishing) fishing trip is normally $1,100.  As part of this trip you will stay 4 day for $600 ($500 off).  If you are interested in being part of this trip with the new owners of Boulder Lake (they will be at the convention next month as well) let me know.  Jim and Geri Wisniewski (OC-NM) and Mary Regel (OC-WI) will be going on this one.
------------
 

Have a great weekend!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
