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Notes from the President
 March 31, 2006
Does anyone fish anymore?

Jeremy Broussard, the publisher of Outdoor Connection’s TRACKS, asked me this recently.   I told him am sure they do but, we aren’t doing a very good job attracting their business.   Through the first quarter of the year, fishing only accounts for 18% of our booking dollars (55% of that figure came in on one trip booked by Mike McElrath).  This is a bit of a concern when we have as many fishing lodges/captains as we do hunting outfitters on board.  We will be looking at some marketing efforts this year to increase that percentage.  One item we are close to finalizing is a new 32 page corporate catalog that highlights our offerings to lodges that handle corporate groups.  Fishing is still highly booked in the corporate market as it is much more conducive to groups.  We need to tap into more of that sector.  
Jeremy is close to finishing the layout of the catalog and is also looking to include more fishing stories in TRACKS.  Be sure to speak to your clients about their fishing trips and submit their reports to Jeremy for TRACKS.
Convention 
I just returned from the site visit to Palmas to arrange the convention.  It is going to be an awesome time!  We are almost sold out on rooms so if you have not made your reservation, you need to get that done.   As of today 8 of the Top 10 franchise owners in the sales list are going to be at the convention.  That should tell you how important this event is each year.  
Awesome Opportunity

Jon Mott (OC-AZ) has made a great offer to his fellow OC franchise owners.  Jon owns one of the largest distributorships for Fort Knox Safes.  I just recently purchased a safe from Jon and in our conversations he mentioned that he wanted to create a program for OC franchise owners and clients.  He is going to be offering a flat 10% discount on any safe purchase to any OC franchise owner and also to any client of yours who books a trip with you.  You will be able to offer a 10% discount to your clients and they can order safes directly through Jon.  Jon’s web site is www.cactussafes.com. There is a link to an OC price list for all of Jon’s safes that will be posted on the agent’s web site under Misc. Info.  If you have any questions about this program please contact Jon for details.  
Thanks for the great opportunity for all OC franchise owners and clients Jon!

________________________________________________________________
New Lodges / Outfitters
The following is a list of outfitters that we have either approved or have the inspection trip set:

Palm Beach Fishing: www.palmbeachfishing.com  PBF offers charter service in the Palm Beach area of Florida.  We will be inspecting them next month and they will be paying 15% commission.    
Shamrock II: www.shamrock2charters.com  Shamrock was inspected last week.  We replaced Relentless Charters with Shamrock.  They fish the waters around Destin, Florida and offer a more reliable service than Relentless.  They will be paying a 10% commission.    
________________________________________________________________

New Franchise Owners
Outdoor Connection is proud to welcome two new franchise owners to the OC team, Steve Polito of Allen, Texas and Bob Hanson of Wapiti, Wyoming.  Steve is in the process of opening a new Japanese style restaurant in North Dallas.  We met Bob at the SHOT Show this year.  Bob is the Secretary of the Boone and Crockett Club, as well being the former owner of The Trophy Connection.  Bob has traveled extensively and brings a wealth of knowledge to our group.  We look forward to working with both Bob and Steve.
Steve Polito – 214-681-6233 

stevep@outdoor-connection.com
Bob Hanson – 307-587-5796

Rhanson4b@aol.com
________________________________________________________________
Lodge Reports
We will no longer be offering the services of Afognak Wilderness Lodge.  They have decided that with their bookings strong this year they weren’t interested in working with us and have cancelled our inspection trip as well.  We have removed their information from our site.
________________________________________________________________
Until next time,

Marc Glades
